The 33rd Distinguishes Itself     [1794-1795
The British, having failed to take the village of that name,
were falling back, and in so doing became entangled in a
narrow lane.
The French cavalry, profiting by their confusion, prepared
to charge, and matters looked serious for the entrapped
Britishers.
Suddenly, a streak of red trickled across the path of destruc-
tion. It was Wesley's regiment, deployed in the nick of
time, interposing itself between its comrades and annihilation.
Steady and firm as a regiment of stone stood the 33rd in the
face of the galloping avalanche of death, withholding their
fire until the French were almost upon them. Then when
the word of command rang out, a volley of British musketry
brought down the foremost ranks of the charging cavalry,
whilst those behind, carried forward by the impetus of
their speed, rode headlong into their disabled comrades, and
soon the French Hussars became a plunging, struggling
mass.
The situation was saved, and by a young man of twenty-
five entirely lacking in experience of active service.
It looked as if Arthur had chosen the right profession after
all, and showed that his abilities only wanted opportunity to
call them forth. But how far they were to lead him he little
* guessed; nor that twenty-one years later at his last battle,
even as at his first, British infantry, stemming the flood-
tide of French cavalry, at his bidding, would again arrest
disaster, and by their heroic endurance pave the way to
victory.*
Colonel Wesley's smart action did not pass unnoticed, and
in January 1795 he was placed in command of a Brigade of
three regiments which formed the rearguard of the retreating
army.
But from October to January he was holding a post on the
* One of the outstanding characteristics of Waterloo was the indomit-
able resistance of the squares of British infantry in the face of repeated
charges of the French cavalry.
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